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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
PURPOSE OF THE STUDY 
The Boston Children 's Aid Association is an adoption and child 
placing agency. The purpose of this study is to examine a number of 
cases taken f r om this agency which indicate the parent ' s attitudes and 
behavior toward the child's adjustment and placement in a foster home. 
The writer will attempt to discover what effect the attitudes and be-
havior of the parents had on the child's adjustment and placement in 
the f oster home . What were the parents • attitudes toward the child 
pr ior to placement? What effect di d the parents • actions have on the 
foster home situation? What was the case worker 1 s role with the parents 
and was the case worker able to modify the parental attitudes and beha-
vior? 
SCOPE OF THE STUDY 
The present study includes t wenty one children who were re-
ferred pr evious to 1948, but were discharged in 1948 and 1949. In confer-
ence with the senior case work supervisor, it was decided that the age 
gr oup would include children between the ages, three to ten years when 
referred. The reasons for limiting the age group were 1. The children 
under three years were under the nurses ' supervision and 2. The writer 
felt that children over ten were reaching adolescence, and therefore, 
the pr obl ems of the adolescent were differ ent from the problems of the 
pre-adolescent child. However, when some of these children were dis-
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charged from the agency, they were in their adolescent period. There 
are included cases of children who were placed in Children's Aid Associ-
ation camps which are considered foster homes in small group placements. 
Only those cases are included in which there is a clear recognition of 
the parent's attitudes and behavior towards t he child's adjustment in a 
foster home. 
SOURCES OF DATA 
For this study, the material includes fifteen families which 
consists of twenty one children. The material is obtained from the 
child's and the parents' records. There is also information concerning 
the health of the child which describes the developmental history and 
the roll of the parents during this period, referring summaries from 
cooperating agencies, and psychological summaries. The case material 
was gathered from closed cases. 
METHODS OF PROCEDURE 
The cases were given to t he writer by t he senior case work 
supervisor who obtained them from the agency files and the index of re-
cords. Each case was read and t he information gathered was compiled by 
means of a schedule. Particular attention was paid to the source and 
the urgency of referral, family background, the parents' attitudes to-
wards the child, the case worker, and the agency , before and after 
placement, and the re·sults of the foster home placement. These caees 
were chosen as a basis of study because 1. The children were repre-
sentative of the age group in the writer's study, and 2. The parents' 
attitudes influenced the child's adjustment in the foster home. Each 
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case was summarized, interpreted and then compared and classified in 
five groupings. 
LU!ITATIONS 
This study was obviously limited in size due· to the aall 
number of cases studied. The conclusions drawn at the end of the study 
were applicable to the fifteen cases studied at the Children's Aid Asso-
ciation during the years 1948 and 1949. In some records. the material 
may have been incomplete. The writer wished to point out that both the 
attitudes of the child and the foster parents were important, but this 
study will only include the attitudes of the parents and their effect 
on the child in the foster home. 
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CHAPTER II 
THE AGENCY SETTING 
The Children's Aid Association in Boston is a child placing 
and adoption agency. Childrenhave been placed in foster homee since 
the 1860 1 s by the Boston Children's Aid Society.1 During the 1860 1 s, 
family ties were considered, but special emphasis was not placed on the 
parents until 1922 when Alfred Whitman, executive secretary from 1922 
to 1951, laid particular stress on family ties 6Ild on strengthening 
disorganized families. 
Since this study is concerned with parental attitudes toward 
placement, the writer will describe the agency policies from the time 
of the application interview to the actual placement. This chapter 
will include the parents' additude toward these policies. 
The application for placement is made by the parents, other 
agencies, professional people, or friends. The parents are first seen 
by t he intake worker who explains the policies of the agency and empha-
sizes the right of the parents to determine whether they want placement 
since it is their attitude which m~ influence the success or failure 
of the child's adjustment in a foster home. A conference is held with 
the intake worker and the case work supervisor to decide whether the 
case can be accepted for stu~. 
If the case is accepted, it is then assigned to a case worker 
who establ ishes a relationship with the child and the parents to de-
1 Hereafter referred to as CAA. 
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termine whether placement seems indicated. During this process, the 
parents are shown an ether permit and a boarding agreement, copies of 
which can be found at the end of the study, which the parent e are re-
quired to sign before the children are placed. The ether permit is a 
paper stating that in case of an emergency, the CAA can assume the re-
sponsibility of enabling the doctors at the Boston Dispensary, which is 
connected with the CAA, to admi t the child to the hospital and permit-
ting the use of an anesthetic. 
The case worker discusses with the parents on a budgetary 
basis, the amount of board that they are able to pay for the child. The 
case worker explains that in signing these papers, it does not mean that 
the parents are giving up their responsibilities or right to their chil-
dren. There are some parents vho fear that t hey are giving up their 
children to the agency. In regard to clothing , parents are encouraged 
to contribute as much as poss~ble; however, if they are unable to do so, 
the CAA will pay for ell or part of the clothing. The agency believes 
that the child in care should be dressed like the other children in the 
neighborhood where they go to live and, therefore, should not be de-
priTed of clothes if the parent is unable to provide for them. Each 
child is given a weekly allowance which the parent or the agency pays. 
When these policies have been explained, the parent makes a decision 
to continue plans for placement or decides against it. 
If it has been decided that the parents are in need of the 
agency's services, the foster home department endeavors to locate a 
home which will meet the needs of this child. The foster parents are 
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pr~pared for the child and the foster home is described to the parents 
and to the child. The child and the parents usually visit t he foster 
home with the case worker before actual placement, so that the child 
will not feel too strange when he does leave his parent s. Such a visit 
also permits the parents to become acquainted with the foster parents. 
On the dS¥ of placement, the child is examined at the Boston Dispensary 
and then is taken to the foster home by the case worker. 
The case worker keeps in constant contact with the child, the 
parents, and the foster parents while the child is in t he foster home. 
When the worker feels that the parent - Child relationship is a whole-
some one, it is encouraged throughout placement. If the parental re-
lationship is upsetting to t he child, the worker attempts to interpret 
to the parent its effect on the child and when advisable, suggests lim-
iting the contacts with the chil d. Parents ere requested to visit t he 
child not more than once a week. If it i s deemed feasible to have the 
parents visit more often, it is arranged in i ndividual cases. 
OAA demonstrates particular concern for t he parent - child re-
lationship stressing t hat placement i s a sharing process. The parents 
and t he agency work t ogether to decide t hat foster home pl acement is 
what t he parent s want and that t he chi ld can benefit from it. During 
the placement process , the worker is constantly aware that the child 
still belongs to his parents and endeavors to follow through with t his 
idea. 
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REVIEW OF LITERATURE 
The parents' attitudes and their behavior toward the child are 
of the greatest importance in Child placing since these attitudes influ-
ence the child's adjustment in the foster home. It is accepted that the 
effects of a child 1 s former experiences and relationships with the par-
ents will operate in the foster home. 
The people in our society have a great deal of feeling about 
applying to an agency for help. This cannot be overemphasized when ap-
plied to parents who come to an agency requesting placement for t heir 
child. The case worker recognizes these feelings and it becomes the 
case worker's responsibility to establish a relationship with the par-
ents. Dorothy Hutchinson emphasizes the case worker's role with the 
parents. 
The request for placement is as individual as people are indi-
vidual . Behind this request lies the life story of men, women and 
children. To understand the implications of placement, to read its 
meaning in ee,ch case, is the responsibility of the2case worker as well as her opportunity for more effective living. 
The case worker must be aware of the agency'~ role in eepara-
ting the child from the parents and help them to comprehend the meaning 
of giving their child to another. It is important to remember that the 
parents may intellectually accept and understand placement, but there 
are many parents who are emotionally unable to accept the actual separa-
tion. The worker ' s ability to clarifY child placing .in concrete terms 
reduces the parents' anxieties and fears. Norma Philbrick states that 
2 Dorothy Hutchinson, The Request for Placement Has Meaning, P. 132, 
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the tangibileness of placement is a highly significant factor. 
For parent and worker, early in the contact, consideration of 
the concrete nature and terms of placement is an important part of 
this giving and taking process. Its value lie in their very tangi-
bleness. The worker's clarity about them, her comfort with them, 
amount to 11 this is--what is a part of placement." The application 
interview becomes the crux of placement for parent and agency. The 
agency 's responsibilities becomes: First--for meeting the parent 
with readiness to understand what is involved for him in any giving 
up of his child to another. Second--for its acceptance of its own 
role in taking the child from the parent for placement.3 
The case worker enters into a meaningful relationship wi~h the 
parents to enable them to work through their feelings for their child. 
When this relationship has been established, the case worker determines 
whetner t he parents can be involved in helping t he child to accept place-
ment. David Hallowitz emphasizes these points in the following state-
ment. 
A beginning effort should be made with all parents to determine 
whether or not they can be involved in helping the child while in 
placement and in planning for the child 1 s future care, .... When the 
parent enters into a meaningful relationship with the worker and is 
able to work through some of his antagonistic feelings for the child, 
then the process of bringing the child and parent together can be 
undertaken. This consists of helping the parent and child understand 
each other and of making it possable for them to experience and test 
out their changing rel ationship. 
Placement which will result in separation may arouse so much 
guilt in the parents that it may become too threatening for them to 
accept . The actual separation is a traumatic experience for the parent 
and the child and the parents• attitudes at this time can influence the 
3 Norma Philbrick, ,!!!! Interrelation of Parents ~ .Agency in Child 
Placing, Social ~ !2.!:! ~ Children, pp. 21-23 . 
4 David Hallowitz, The Separation Problem ~ ~ Child Care Insti-
tutions, p . 39. 
8 
child to such a degree that he will not be able to adjust in the foster 
home. Dorothy Hutchinson believes that the guilty parent is capable of 
influencing the child 1 s behavior in the foster home. 
The guilty mother is more defeating because her rejection is ac-
companied by guilt and her bad conscience causes her to disparage 
t he foster mother While she cont i nues to bribe and allure her child 
with false promises of his return home. The child is neither free 
to benefit by the foster mother nor to disentangle hi mself from the 
sadistic bonds of his own mother •••• The child in turn is tied to 
his mother with anrlety and conflict. Al tho'U8h he has never had 
her he still believes he will get her if he holds out long enough. 
Certain children are bound by such strong negative bonds to t heir 
parents, ue eo entrenched in their illusions about them, that they 
defy any attempt to dispel these illusions on the part of the worker 
or foster parents.5 
Jalowicz emphasizes this when she states that t he separation 
of the child from the parent may increase the child's feeling for the 
parent. 
Physical separat ion of the parent and t h e child does not neces-
sarily interfere with the parent s ' influence upon the child. The 
separation may lead to the child 1s idealizing the parent.£:> 
The parents endeavor to conceal their feelings of rejection 
toward their child, but the child eventually begins to realize this at-
titude. 
An important factor is whether the parents want the child. If 
they do not, if the coming child is unwelcome, there is greater 
liklihood of the child's being rejected, at least partially, and 
this rej ection, whether open or hidden, conscious or unconscious, 
will eventually communicate itself to the child and create in him a 
feeling of rejection.7 
5 Dorothy Hutchinson, The Parent Child RelationShip as a Factor 
in Child Placement , p. 48. - -
b Almeda Jalowicz, Foster Child Needs His Own Parents 18 19 .;;...;..~..;..;;. -------- t pp . - • 
7 A.H. Maslow and Hel a Mittleman, Principles of Abnormal Psy-
chology, p. 245 . - -
Parents demonstrate t heir attitudes toward their child i n var-
ious w~s. Such methods as excessive gift giving, poor choice in gifts, 
frequent or infrequent visiting, bribing and false promisee of return to 
their own home, criticizing the foster home to the child, seductiveness 
and rejection of the child, were used to indicate t he parents' attitudes 
and influenced the child's adjustment in the foster home. The realiza-
tion of the importance of the parente 1 s influence on the child in the 
foster home can be illustrated by the behavior of the child in reaction 
to the attitudes of the parents. These behavior mechanisms take t he 
form of new ~mptoms , intensify already existing ones or promote the 
recurrence of former symptoms. Draza Kline and Helen Over street are in 
accordance with this statement. 
All children react with hostility to the rejection inherent in 
being placed, and this hostility comes out i n some kind of symptom 
formation.... In one case stealing and excessive eat i ng were fcund 
to be manifestations of the Child's attempt to overcome the depri-
vations she has suffered.8 
Symonds believes that running away is another reaction of the 
child to the attitudes of his parents. "When a child runs away, he is 
searching both in fantasy and in reality for the security which hie 
home or his school does not provide."9 
Most children react to their parents' attitudes and behavior 
in some form of a defense mechanism. The case worker may be under the 
impression t hat an ideal f oster home has been secured for a child, but 
g Draza Kline and Helen Mary Overstreet, Mai ntmning Foster Homes 
Through 2!!! Work Skills, pp. 321-327 , 
p. 33. 
9 Percival Symonds, The Dynamics of Parent Child Relationships,p. 
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this child believes that his own home could be aimilar to the foster 
home. Many of the child's statements about hie own home exist in his 
fantasy live. 
It is apparent that the physical attributes of t his ideal home 
which he fantasies, and the personalities with which he woul~ like 
to surround himself are not unlike those that he thinks could exist 
in his own home and it is a short step to frank statements that he 
wishes to be returned there.lO 
10 George Gardner, Ambivalence as a Factor ~ ~ Placement 
Failure, p. 138. 
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CHAPTER III 
PRESENTATION OF CASE MATERIAL 
This chapter included the case material of the fifteen cases 
which consisted of twenty one children who were referred to the CAA for 
foster home placement. In each of the case studies, the name and other 
material which would identify the child, the parents or the foster par-
ents have been eliminated. 
The writer has arranged the case material into five groups 
which indicated the different parental attitudes and behavior toward 
the child's adjustment in the foster home. The groupings were as fol-
lows: 
1. Three cases in which the grandparents interfered to such 
an extent that t hey influenced the parental attitudes to-
wards the child in the foster home. 
2. Three cases in which the parents identified the child with 
themselves or with another relative. 
3. Two cases in Which the parental attitudes were transferred 
by the child into the foster home. 
4. Three cases in which t he step-father influenced t he child's 
adjustment in the foster home. 
5. Four cases wh ose parents refused to assume responsibility 
for their children. 
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The first group contained t hree cases consisting of four child-
ren in which t he grand parents interfered to such an extent that t hey in-
fluenced the parental attitudes towards the child i n the foster home. 
The writer will present two cases and summarize one. 
Case 1 
Lee, five years old, was referred to CAA in 1947 by his mother 
who requested boarding school placement for Lee. After Lee's parents 
had been divorced in 1944, he lived with his mother at the maternal 
grandmother's home in the South for a year. The mother had been de-
pendent on her own family for support, but resented being bossed by 
them. This situation was not a healthy one for Lee, since the boy 
had every wish granted and his mother was not able to exercise any 
control or authority over him. The maternal grandmother interfered 
so much that Lee was taken by his mother to the New England States 
where his mother had been working in a factory for the l ast two years. 
Lee's mother was not able to share him with the maternal grandmother. 
Lee, who was an only child, had been livi ng with his mother in a one 
room apartment and was boarded out during the day. 
Si nce the mother was interested in placement, the case worker 
saw her during weekly interviews for one month to interpret CAA pol-
icies and t he meaning of foster home placement. The mother de-
scribed foster home placement as an answer to her prayers. but at 
the same time she felt that placement meant t hat she would have to 
relinquish her rights to her child. The worker emphasized that the 
mother would play an important role in the placement of her son. 
Lee was accepted for placement for six months until mother was able 
to adjust her own life. The case worker's plans were to alleviate 
mother's fears regarding placement and to help her with her rela-
tionship with her own family. 
Lee was placed one month after referral and at the time, the 
mother sobbed bitterly and Lee responded to t his by saying "You are 
crying because you are not going to see me again, aren't you Mommy?" 
Lee became frightened when the mother left and he would not permit 
the case worker to leave him. It was evident that Lee had not been 
prepared for the foster home or for t he separation. Lee remained 
eleven days in his first placement because t he foster mother could 
not accept his aggressive behavior in attempting to destroy furni-
ture. The case worker explained that this vas Lee's reaction to his 
separation,but the foster mother insisted upon Lee's removal. 
Lee was replaced, but his mother immediately took him out of 
the foster home and returned to the maternal grandmother's for a 
month. The case worker felt that the mother was compelled to return 
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to her own mother's home. The mother returned North, as she thought 
that her mother's home was a bad influence on Lee, since one of the 
uncles was an alcholic and Lee was exposed to him on several occa-
sions. Lee was not disciplined in t he South as the maternal grand-
mother did not think that it was necessary. Consequently, Lee began 
to demand his mother's attention in order to obtain his own way. 
This began to irritate the mot her since she could not accept the 
permissive attitude of the maternal grandmother toward Lee. 
Lee was returned to the second foster home, but he began to 
react to the difference in attitudes of his mother and the maternal 
grandmother. He developed a finicky appetite and he instigated 
trouble among the children in the neighborhood. When his mother 
visited, Lee would not permit his friends to come near 11 his Mom". 
Lee demonstrated to adults the picture of an excessively meek and 
passive attitude and at the same time provoked aggressive behavior 
in other children. He suggested to the children that they do things 
tha t were contrary to foster mother's wishes which eventually re-
sulted in their puni Shment while Lee remained aloof and good . 
The mother was very generous with clothes, toys and presents 
for Lee. She visited frequently, but when he became ill, the mother 
refused to visit him stating tha t she was afraid t hat she would in-
fect herself and had no time to visit hi m. The mother paid board 
regularly for a few month s and then hinted that CAA keep Lee without 
payment . The mother had several complaint s about the foster home 
stat ing t hat there were too many rough influences in the home and 
that Lee was 11 too nice and gentle a boy to be subjected to this 
treatment". The mother said that she would never change him. 
The worker attempted to help the mother to see her problem from 
Lee's point of view, pointing out that frequent visiting would hin-
der Lee's adjustment in the foster home. The mother failed to coop-
erate with the case worker and the agency by not keeping appoint-
ments, was irregular in regard to board payments, and refusing to 
limit her vieits to Lee. The mother did not recognize that frequent 
replacements and visits to the maternal grandmother left Lee with a 
feeling of insecurity. 
Seven months after Lee's first placement , t he mother again re-
moved Lee from the foster home stating that she was going to her 
mother's home in the South where she planned to remarry . Her reason 
for remarriage was to avoid the humiliation and the dependence on 
her own family. The plan of the mother's fell i n logically with CAA 
plans, since the agency decided t hat case work would be terminated, 
since t he mother could not accept case work services and the child 
was unable to adjust in the foster home because of the mother 's at-
titudes toward Lee in the foster home which influenced his adjust-
ment. 
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Lee's maternal grandmother influenced his mother to such an 
extent that it hindered Lee's adjustment in t he foster home. It was 
apparent that t he mother had not solved her relationship with the mat-
ernal grandmother, since the mother was very dependent on her, but at 
the same time , she wished to be independent. This attitude was evident 
in the mother's constant return to the mat ernal grandmother's home. Lee 
did not have any feeling of security as he was not permitted to remain 
i n any place long enough to form any close relationships or to establish 
any sense of stability. Lee's mother kept him in a st ate of indecision 
and unrest by making plans with him and t hen failing to keep them. 
Since the maternal grandmother had maintained a permissive 
attitude with Lee and had given him a great deal of attention, he de-
manded this same amount of attention from his mother and from t he foster 
parents. Lee's mother was unable to do this, as he reacted by destroying 
furniture, devel~ping a finicy appetite and taking pleasure in other 
children being punished by his wrong doing. 
The mother was not abl e to accept case work services before 
or after placement. She could not accept the foster home as sbe fre-
quently complained about it . These complaints could have increased 
Lee ' s behavior in the foster home. The case worker was unable to mod-
ify the mother's relationShip with the maternal grandmother which in-
fluenced Lee 1 s adjustment in the foster home. 
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Case 2 
Billy, nine years old, was referred to CAA in 1944 by the Mass-
achusetts Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children for 
placement following repeated delinquent acts and because of the neg-
lect by his parents. CAA accepted the case with the understanding 
that a study would be made of Billy, who was the second in a family 
of three boys. 
Marital relationships in the family were not harmonious after 
eleven years of marriage. The mother described the father as a mean 
contemptible person with a vicious temper and often broke the furni-
ture. Billy's mother also mentioned that his father, in a rage of 
fury, broke ~illy's front tooth. She further said that father drank, 
gambled, and went out with other women. The father was suspicious 
of mother--believing that she was interested in her own pleasures. 
The father withheld money for his own interests and the mother and 
the maternal grandmother maintained the home. The family we.s living 
with the maternal grandmother who was described as a hostile, ag-
gressive, and dominant person. The maternal gr andmother placed her-
self on a pedestal and made a point of informing the worker about 
her illustrous past. The worker's i mpression was that t he maternal 
grandmother was endeaToring to engineer a divorce or separation be-
tween the mother and father. 
The parents were interested in their own pleasures--neglecting 
the Children by leaving them alone on several occasions. The par-
ents recognized that they were unable to discipline the boys, but 
claimed an interest in them and dressed them very well. They re-
ferred to Billy as being very nervous, a trouble maker, and a "wise 
guy11 • The case worker felt their attitude towards Billy was rejec-
t i ng. The parents were visited by the case worker three days after 
referral and the worker was told that 11 social workers stuck their 
noses in t heir business." The mother wanted two weeks to prepare 
Billy's clothes and to reconcile herself, but the father insisted 
on immediate placement. The maternal grandmother thought that 
placement would be harmful to Billy. 
Billy was placed in four different homes within a period of 
sixteen months. It was the worker's impression t hat parental disa-
greement s, interference of maternal grandmother, and unwise parental 
indulgences and questionable handling, affected Billy's progress in 
the foster home. Billy made grimaces by mouth, twitched and his 
hands shook, which were of a psychological nature ooed to disarm 
adults. These mannerisms increased in the foster home. Whenever 
the parents visited Billy, there was a marked difference in his 
behavi or; he stole and twitched n ervously. Billy made phallic ges-
tures with a stick which he held between his legs. He was rejected 
by other children because of his sadistic tendencies. He was dis-
missed from two schools because of his aggressive behavior and the 
16 
-l 
foster mothers could not accept him. In one foster home, Billy iden-
tified one foster mother with hie own mother, since they both whined, 
lacked consistency, and were very dominating. Billy was then placed 
in Children's Village in New York where he adjusted slowly because 
of his unaccepting attitude of removal from his own home. The mother 
and the maternal grandmother fortified t his attitude by saying t hat 
he was unjustly treated. As strains developed in relationship to hie 
mother he developed insight into the realities of his problems. When 
Billy did not write to her. the mother said that he would lose his 
mother. 
In foster homes, Billy's mother dwelled on the non-essentials. 
For example • she insisted that his clothes be mended and that the 
buttons on his shoes be looked after. They would often visit late 
at night and 11poke into foster home". The maternal grandmother vis-
ited once and stayed twelve hours. This ordeal was upsetting to 
Billy and his twitching increased. The mother demanded that the boy 
be permitted to come home on weekends so that he could act as nurse-
maid to the baby while the parents went out for the evening. The 
mother wished to hold onto Billy, but at the same time wanted to keep 
him in the foster home. The case worker thought the mother was a 
mixture of resentment and hostility of her way of life and compen-
sated by buying clothes. The mother also projected blame onto others. 
The family failed to cooperate with the case worker. As they did not 
want 11 charity11 ; the father paid board regularly. Worker felt that 
the fa.ther was interested in doing the right thing, while the mother 
was passive and very critical. The maternal grandmother continually 
interfered with t he parents, mentioned all the money she spent on 
the family, and d.id not approve of placement for Billy. The mother 
attempted to disregard domination of the maternal grandmother and at 
the same time sought her protection and aid. It was also evident 
that the parents were interested in status more than in Billy's 
training. 
Billy failed to graduate from the Children 1 s Village and was 
transferred to his own hime in 1947. three years after referral. 
Billy was discharged from CAA in 1948 since it was t he case worker's 
impression that he could not be helped since Billy identified with 
his parents ·and was unable to release his aggression and hostility. 
Billy's grandmother influenced his mother's attitudes toward 
pla~ement to such an extent that he was unable to adjust in any foster 
home. Since t he f amily lived in the same bou se with the maternal grand-
mother. t hey were under her constant domination. Billy's mother was am-
bivalent in her attit ude tOl'lard her mother--disregarded her domination 
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and at the same time, sought her protection. The mother was not mature 
enough to emancipa te herself from the strong relationship with the mater-
nal grandmother. The record did not state what effect the maternal 
grandmother's efforts to dissolve the marriage of the parents bad on 
Billy, but his nervous twitching might have been a reaction to this. 
Billy also reacted to the constant quarreling of his parents which was 
partially initiated by the interference of the maternal grandmother. The 
/ 
mother's feelings that the foster home would harm Billy were influenced 
by the maternal grandmother. The mother and t he maternal gr andmother 
fortified Billy' s beliefs that he was unjustly treated in the foster 
home. Steali ng occurred whenever his parents visited in t he foster home. 
His nervous gramaces and twitching which were reactions to hi s separa-
tion, increased when his parents visited t he foster home and when he 
visited his own home. This case illustrated that Billy could not adjust 
because of the maternal grandmother's interference in his parents' life 
which affected their attitudes toward his adjustment in the foster home. 
Jl 
Case 3 
Doris and Richard. five and th.ree respectively. were referred 
to the CAA in 1948 by the mother for placement in order to save 
money to buy a home for her children. Since t he mother could not 
emotionally bring herself to part with her children, although. intel-
lectually. she realized that she must, she was referred to a family 
agency for guidance with her own problems. The mother was referred 
back to the CAA four months later as the home conditions became 
worse and the mother wa s unable to find a home for herself and the 
children. 
The parents were divorced in 1947 after five years of marriage. 
The mother did not have the sanction of her family When she married 
and had considerable guilt feelings for not heeding her parents' ad-
vice. The children lived with the mother for a year at t he maternal 
gr andmother's home where their mother received Aid to Dependent 
Children. The relationships in the home were strained as t he mater-
nal grandmother i nterfered with the mother's efforts to reise the 
children and t hey began to defy their mother. The mother became 
jealous when it became apparent t hat Doris and her mat ernal grand-
mother became attached to each other. The maternal grandmother's 
illness necessitated t he children's removbl from t he home, but she 
had considerable feeling about them entering a foster home. 
It was t he case worker's impression that the mother's problems 
were not in the area of motherhood. The mother was not able to 
leave the maternal grandmother's home as she was still dependent on 
her mother. The mot her was seen by the case worker in an interval 
of four months, approximatel y four t imes before placement i n an at-
tempt to interpret CAA policies to her. 
Doris and Richard were placed in a foster home two months after 
referral. Doris' reaction to being separated fr om her maternal 
grandmother wa s to become increa singly defiant. Richard 1 s nocturnal 
enuresis which was spasmodic when he was living with his mother, oc-
curred more frequently in the fo ster home. The mother had several 
compl aint s about t he fo s t er home which increased t he children ' reac-
tions in the foster home. The mother had no t solved her relation-
ships with her own mother and t herefore, was not able to have a 
satisfactory r elationship with her children which influenced t heir 
adjustment in the foster home. Since the mother had guilty feelings 
about leaving her mo ther when she married, t hese same gui lt feelings 
could have been transferred to Doris and Richard when they were sep-
arated from their mother. 
The children were returned to t heir mo t her seven months after 
placement, a s t he mother had remarried. The mother failed to coop-
erate with t he case worker by not keeping appointments and not pay-
ing her board regularly. 
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The caee worker wae unable to modify the mother ' s a ttitudes 
regarding placement and her feelings towards her own mother which af-
fected the chil dren's adjustment on the foster home. 
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IBTERPRETATI VE SUID~Y OF GROUP ONE 
The preceding t hree cases involved four children who were unable 
to adjust in a foster home because of the interference of the grand-
parents which influenced the parents' attitudes toward t he child in the 
foster home. The three mothers were dependent on their own mothers, but 
at the same time , desired their independence. Billy's grandmother was 
an outstanding example of the effect of the interference of a grand-
moth er and her influence on the child's parents. The maternal grand-
mother dominated one family in this case and t he parents' reactions 
were transferred onto Billy, who reacted by running away and developing 
several nervous grimaces. Lee became insecure when his mo ther had to 
return to the maternal grandmother's home. Doris and Richard also re-
acted when t he grandmother interfered in t he mother ' s raising of the 
children. 
Edith Baylor believed tha t the grandparents' interference in 
the family relationships affected the foster home situation when she 
stated: 
The harmony, the satisfactions, and the expressions fostered by 
at least a wholesome attitude between parents, grandparents, and 
sibl ing s were reflec~ed in the childrens' better adjustment to a 
new home adjustment. 
2 Edith Baylor and Elio Monachesi, The Rehabilitation of Child-
~· p . 122 . 
21 
II 
J 
GROUP TWO 
This group i ncludes t hree cases in which t he parents identified 
the child either with themselves or with another relative which influ-
enced their at titudes toward the child and affected his adjustment i n 
the foster home. The writer will present two cases and summar i ze one. 
Case 4 
Sandra and David, nine and eight years old r eEpect i vely , were 
referred to CAA by the mother in 1946 for foster home pl acement . 
The children had been in six private foster homes which the mother l 
continually complained of. The mother was working and was unable 
to give her children proper supervision. The mother had considerable I 
guilt feelings about not being able to maintain a home, failing as a 
mother and asking for CAA 1 s help with her problems. !' 
The parent s were divorced and t he mother described their life 
together 11 as ehe being his slave . 11 The mother was pb.ysiccl. ly at-
tracted to her husband and eloped wi thout her parents' consent . Her 
poor relationships with her hu sband was the part of her l i f e which 
caused her to f eel t hat she had failed her ch ildren. 
The mother came from a family with questionable ment al illness . 
The mother's sis t er was institutionalized and t he mat er nal gr~~d­
mother, who was descri bed as neurotic, was never able to accept her 
daughter 1 s illness. The mother had a poor relationship with t he 
mat er nal grandmother and was a victim of her father' s whims. It wa s 
the case worker ' s impression t hat t he mother was jealous of her 
father . Sandra and David ' s mot her was rejected by her parents and 
when she placed her own children, the mother experienced a great 
amount of guilt. The mother was following the same patt ern of re-
j ection with her own children t hat she had undergone i n her own 
childhood. 
In t he past the mother rej ected agency services, but was now 
ready for help with placement fr om CAA. It wa s the worker's impres-
sion that the mother could not accept success in any foster home and 
would have difficult y in accept ing any plan. The worker explained 
the mechanisms of placement--what placement of the children would 
mean and t hat t he mother ' s visiting would be limited t o once a week 
in or der to permit t he children to form a relationshi p with the fos-
ter parents. The worker also t hought that t he children would bene-
fit by a chil d guidance clinic, since the children had been in sev-
eral foster homes, t hey might possibly have been confused over the 
di vided loyalty t o their mother. The worker planned a case work 
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relationship focused on t he mother and herproblems to accept more 
readily the foster home placement and t he foster parents for her 
ch ildren. During the first few intervi ews , t he mother was difficult 
to r each because of her sense of failure and her need for help as a 
mother, but l ater wanted to talk to the ca se wor ker. 
It was the caseworker' s i mpression that t he mother identified 
h erself with her children as she was repeat ing the same atti tudes 
that she experienced with her parents onto her children. The mother 
identified with t he girl by mentioning that Sandra was just like her -
self as she never finished anything. In the two foster homes , Sandra 
was the favori t e . which the mother strongly resented, since it re-
minded t he mother of her childhood when t he maternal aunt was the 
favorite . The mother constantly complained t hat Sandra was no t ap-
preciative of what she was trying to do for her. Sandra became dis-
respectful to her mother, who attributed t his behavior t o the foster 
mother who spoiled Sandra. 
David reacted t o the mother' s visiting and her complai nt s about 
the f oster home by becoming talkative aft er ever y visit and devel-
oping poor eating habits. His enuretic condition increased in t he 
f oster home, but the mother was convinced that it was caused by weak 
kidneys. David regressed in school and escaped into reality by day-
dreaming. The mother lavished gifts and clothes on both children 
which the worker felt was due to her guilt feelings for not set ting 
up a home. 
During placement , the mother used the interviews to t alk about 
her children ' s clothes and resisted t he case worker by not keeping 
her appointments. The mother was helped with her own problems. The 
ease wor ker prepared the mother for David' s referral to a habit 
clinic, although she thought that all he needed was a good foster 
home. Due to t he mental illness in t he mother ' s family , David ' s 
mother indicated thnt she had feelings about her son seeing a psy-
chiatri s t . The psychiatrist felt that t he mother should tell David 
about his future a s this state of i ndecision resulted i n his problem~ 
Sandra and David ' s mother identified herself with her son, as 
she felt that Sandra was the f avorite in the f amily and that David was 
rejected. Since t he maternal grandparents favored the maternal aunt, 
the mother believed t hat she, too , was rej ected. Sinc e the mother became 
overly attache4 to David, Sandra sought l ove and affection from the fo ster 
parents . Since Sandra w~s able to develop relationships easily, e=v=e=r=y=-==~'!1 
one became attached to t he little girl which t he mother resented. I t was l_ 
not known whether the mother's overprotecting attitude toward David was 
that of hostility. David reacted to his mother's attitude by becoming 
increasingly anuretic and escaping into fantasy. The case worker was 
not able to .modify the mother's feelings toward placement or towards a 
better relationship with her own family. 
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Case 5 
Donald, three years old, was referred to CAA by his mother who 
requested placement in 1946. After discussing the situation with a 
case worker, the mother decided that she would place Donald and her 
one year old illegitimate daughter, Betsey, in private placement. 
The mother returned two months later, requesting placement again as 
the private foster home requested that the children be removed. The 
mother intended to obtain a job and, therefore, would not be able to 
supervise the children. 
The parents had been married for four years and were now sepa-
rated. While the husband was overseas, the mother became pregnant 
by another man and the husband was considering a divorce, but would 
return to his wife, if Betsey was placed for adoption. The mother 
had a great deal of ambivalence as to whether she would return to her 
husband or give her daughter up for adoption. The mother ha.d a very 
poor relationship with her own father and mentioned that she was not 
his favorite. 
The ease worker saw the parents in separate interviews before 
the children were placed. According to the father, the mother neg-
lected Donald while the father was in the service. The father des-
cribed the "mother as a little girl who had never grown up enough to 
assume responsibility for her children". The worker explained CAA 
policies to the father stating that his support was needed as he was 
responsible for Donald's support. The father requested that CAA .as-
sume full responsibility for Donald, as he was convinced that his 
wife would never care for Donald. The worker attempted to explain 
policies to the mother, but it was evident that she wanted the case 
worker to make the decisions regarding the children. The case worker 
explained that CAA was interested in helping her with her problems as 
the case worker felt that the mother's difficulties were within her-
self. The case worker thought that separation was advisable if 
Betsey was to be adopted, but the mother could not decide this. The 
mother was also helped to tell Donald about placement as this three 
year old boy would feel the separation and did have some realization 
of the emotional entanglements of his parents. It appeared tha t the 
mother identified Donald with his father, as she mentioned that Don-
ald "was rough and noisy like his father". The mother said t hat if 
she had the choice, she would keep Betsey who was like her and was a 
girl. 
During the next two years, the mother followed the pattern of 
placing Donald for three months and then having him returned to her , 
as the parents had reconciled several times, but this did not l ast 
l ong. 
The mother frequently visited Donald in his foster home and he 
reacted by becoming sick and aggressive. The mother took Donald, 
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against t he worker's advice, to visit Betsey, who was ill with a con-
t agious di sease. The mother was jealous of t he f oster mother and re-
sented any relationship the ~oy had with his fo ster mother. At one 
time, the mother considered adoption plans for both Betsey and Don-
ald--11 stating that she did not think that it mattered if t he children 
had a mother or not~. She was convinced that she could do nothing 
for her children. 
It was the case worker's impression that placement might not 
necessarily serve the needs of the mother or the children. The wor-
ker also felt that once the mother made up her mind, whe would con-
sider no other possibility for fear that she would be confused about 
what ehe really wanted to do. The maternal grandfather did not ap-
prove of placement for Donald end the mother's feelings about place-
ment were related to this. The mother considered the future only 
when working with the case worker who mixed her all up. At home, 
"she was numb, but with the case worker she was alive, alive, alive. 11 
The mother lived in one room in her father's house "where she felt 
safe and awq from everybody and could live from dq to day11 • 
The case worker helped t he mother to accept t he idea of seeing 
a psychi atrist who described t he mother as being dangerously with-
drawn. The mother felt guilty about mother' s deat h . She had an 
unresolved ~dipus-complex which resulted in her promi scuity . Her 
masculine identity , as she wished she .could have been a man, was with 
her f at her and she fled to men to protect herself from h er f at her. 
Her psychiatrist felt that she was not ready for p sychiatric treat-
ment as she used it as a means of running away from her problems 
around placement. 
Two years after placement, the mother took Donald and Betsey 
out of foster homes and planned to obtain a divorce and remarry. 
The mother's unresolved oedipus complex made it impossible for 
her to form a satisfying relaticnship with any male. Therefore, the mot-
her could not accept her son a s he reminded her of t he ma ternal grand-
f ather. Donald's mother demonstrated h er hostility toward her son by 
exposing hi m to his sister's illness. Donald became insecure since the 
mother repeatedly took David out of placement. As a re sult of t his, 
Donald became extremely aggressive. The f at her endeavored to cooperate, 
but since he was in the service, he wa s unable to keep regular appoint-
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ments. The case worker encouraged t he moth er to see a psychiatrist. but 
the worker was unable to help t he mother with her feelings for Donald. 
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Case 6 
Pats.y and Douglas, six and three, r espectively , were referred 
for placement by their mother in 1948, since their parents were di-
vorced and t he mother intended to work. Patey, according to the 
mother was "living in the past and was upset because she had been 
present during her parents• arguments". The mot her described Douglas 
11 as not having a care i n t he world and was heal thy and happy". 
The worker explained CAA policies t o t he mother , who resented 
sharing Patey with the worker and t he foster mother, but wanted CAA 
to assume the responsibility of Douglas. The f ather was seen by the 
worker and resented interferenc.e of an agency and 11 did not want a 
record kept on him". The father did eventually approve of a foster 
home when the case worker was able to interpret it to hi m. 
Patsy and Douglas were placed four months after referral. The 
mother visited regularly, but resented vi siting another child whom 
she also had in placement as she 11hated taking this time w en she 
could be vi siting Patsy". The mother paid board regularly and brought 
more gifts to Patsy t han to Dougl as. The mother also upset Pat sy by 
pr omising t o t ake her out of placement . It was the case worker's im-
pression that mother identified Patsy with herself--treating Patsy 
as her mother treated her. It was felt that the mother also identi-
f ied herself with her father and found it hard to accept boys as they 
represented her father to her. The mother identified Douglas wi th 
her father and her husband and, therfore, was not able to accept him. 
The foster mother favored Douglas which forced the mother-daughter 
relationShips to be strengthened. Patsy did not adjust i n school 
and mentioned that if her mother did not marry her father again, she 
would. Patsy day-dreamed and wrote 'bacb;ards in school. The mother 
had ambivalent feelings for Patsy by overprotecting her and at the 
same time , was unable t o see the rej ection of Patsy by the foster 
mother. The mother took t he children out of the foster home, twenty 
two months after referral. The mother went out of the state to live 
with her father and her children. 
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INTERPRETATIVE SUMMARY OF GROUP TWO 
The preceding three cases which involved five children whose 
parents identified their child with themselves or with another relative, 
pointed out that these attitudes of the parents interfered with t he 
child's adjustment in t he fo ster home. In the case of Patey and Betsy, 
Donald's sister, the mothers identified themselves with their daughters 
and treated them the way their own mothers had treated them in their 
childhood. In both cases where there were h1o children in placement in 
the same family, the mother favored one child which forced the rejected 
child into forming a strong attachment with the fo ster parent. In the 
three cases, the mothers• feelings toward their sons were the same as 
their feeling toward their husband and maternal grandfather. These par-
ents also had ambivalent feelings regarding placement as they felt guilty 
about keeping the children in placement, but were not too anxious to have 
them returned home. These mothers were not able to accept case work 
services. 
29 
GROUP THREE 
This group includes two cases in WhiCh the parental attitudes 
were transferred by the child into the foster home whiCh influenced the 
child's adjustment. The writer will present both eases. 
Case 7 
Mickey, nine years old, was referred in 1946 to CAA by a proba-
tion officer because of Mickey's behavior problems. Mickey had been 
observed at a State Hospital where he was described as non psychotic 
and not commitable. He was a boy of normal intelligence and a psy-
chiatrist recommended that Mickey be removed from his home and neigh-
borhood. · 
The parents' marriage was a forced one which terminated in di-
vorce eleven years after marriage. The father was a psychopath of 
the. in8dequate type and according to his wife, 11had the brain of a 
little kid". The mother was on Aid to Dependent Children and was 
keeping company with the father of her illegitimate baby. Mickey 
was the t hird child in a family of four and the children were eon-
fused about the identity of their own father. 
There was evidence of strong sibling rivalry between Mickey and 
his eleven year old brother, who were continually fighting with each 
other. Mickey was described as a boy who had slender, smooth skin, 
angelic appearance, and spoke with a girlish inflection. 
The mother was not seen until after Micke.y was placed. She was 
"described as a crude person who heaped abusive language on the chil-
dren to make them obey and was quite helpless in controlling them". 
The worker felt that the mother was attached to the children and was 
a good housekeeper--giving the children a good home--physically. The 
mother thought that Mickey inherited his behavior from his father. 
Mickey was placed two d~s after referral and during his stay at 
a temporary foster home, he began to run away to his own home. This 
running away began two weeks after placement. Mickey was orally and 
physically aggres sive, becoming sullen wlien worker attempted to dis-
cuss his problem with him. The case worker also felt that Mickey 
"articulated in a narcissistic manner11 • Mickey hated the foster 
home and the ease worker felt that placement only aggravated hie an-
xiety in relation to his mother's affection. A month after place-
ment, the worker visited the home with Mickey who lavished affection 
on his brother, when on previous occasions, he could not tolerate 
him. The worker noticed that the mother reprimanded the children by 
se¥ing 11 Shut up, or I 111 murder you". The worker felt that Mickey 1 s 
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central problem resulted from unsatisfied needs for hie mother's af-
f ection and t he result i ng extreme rivalry with his siblings. He 
could not accept placement, since he left hie siblings Who were his 
rivals with his mother. It was then decided t o pl ace Mickey in one 
of t he agency's camps where foster parents would not be a threat to 
him and t hey would be able to help him reorient his attitudes toward 
siblings and hi e parents. Mickey behaved very well at camp, so that 
he could go home on vacetions. On his visits home, he fought with 
his brother and hi s mother would ask worker to take Mickey back to 
camp. When t he mother did not write to Mickey, he would write to 
worker 11 to see if his mother was all right, as she did not write, call 
or do a.nythingll • 
The mother articulated t hat she wanted to cooper ate, but she did 
not underst and t he purpose of placement i n terms of helping Mickey to 
build a s trong character, a s She did not have any insight i nto the 
nature of hi s problem. She t hought that all Mickey needed was 
"stricter discipline". but t he worker explained t hat our foster par-
ents did not admin~ster physical punishment to t he children. The 
worker also explained that Mickey was complaining about foster homes 
in order t o make the mother feel guilty and to get more at tention , 
but t h e worker felt that "the int erpretation fell on deaf ears". 
Two years after referral, Mickey returned home as he was bored 
at camp and hie panic f or his mother grew stronger than the pleas-
ures and satisfactions i n placement. Mickey had been at camp for a 
year and a half. The mother cooperated as wel l as she could, but was 
"found to be of such limited capacity for growth into a mature paren-
tal attitude, t hat the home situation was found t o be unmodifiable". 
Mickey was not secure enough from maternal love, so t hat he was 
not free to develop warm, friendly relationships with other people, which 
prohibited him from adjusting in any foster home. Hie behavior was moti-
vated by hie desperate at t empt to force hi s mother's attention onto hi m, 
so t hat he could assure hi mself that she wanted him, whi l e at the same 
time, he was punishi ng her for her l ack of affect i on . His pattern of 
fighting off rivals for his mother's aff ection was t ransferred into t he 
fos t er home. His greatest rivc.J. was l;.is brother , 'ITith whom he contin-
·U£.1ly fought . There was 11 ttle evidence concerning the mother ' s prepar-
ation for pl acement, but it was obvious that mother di d not have the in-
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sight to understand placement. Mickey's mother was a woman Who could give 
her child some of the material thing s, but could never really understand 
his behavior. Mickey could not accept a foster mother as she constantly 
reminded him of his own mother. 
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Case g 
Joyce, nine years old, was referred in 1944 for placement by the 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children because of her mot-
her's desertion which left her father in a state of bewilderment. 
According to t he father, he and his wife were happy together until 
his wife began associating with women of questionable chara.cter, about 
six months previous to referral. During that time, the father was 
hospitalized, and the mother began to go out with other men, and fin-
ally deserted her husband and Joyce. ~ben the mother left, she took 
Joyce's teen age sister with her. Joyce remained with her father and 
her h ro older brothers were in the service . 
In a conference with t he Society for the Prevent ion of Cruelty 
to Children, it was decided, with the father's approve~, to place 
Joyce in a SPCC home for a month until CAA was able to locate a home 
for her. The worker described Joyce as a girl with l arge sad eyes 
which would fill with tears. There was a strong father-daughter re-
lationship with a great deal of genuine love and interest on the part 
of the father. Her mother rejected Joyce by preferring her older 
daughter and being very mean to her. Joyce feared her mother and con-
tinually threatened to run away if her mother came near her. Joyce 
would be satisfied if she 11 only saw her mother at a distance". The 
worker also wondered what effect the presence of service men in the 
home had on J oyce during her father's hospitalization. 
Since the father was not in good health and when he was able to 
work, Joyce did not have any supervision, he was very willing to con-
sider placement. The worker explained the policies to the f ather, 
supervision by visitor, clinics, and board payment which the father 
agreed to pay half of. The worker carefully explained all details 
of placement to Joyce who was very anxious to be placed and wanted 
to begin school. 
Joyce was placed one manth after referral. Joyce and her father 
were happy about the foster home for about two weeks and then began 
to find fault with the foster mother who left Joyce home at night and 
did not give her proper food. Joyce was given ever.ything that she 
wanted by her father and he visited her three times a week and took 
her home on weekends. Joyce reacted to the overvisiting and over-
indulgence of her father as she beceme defiant, told lies, would not 
comply with discipline, refused to eat, and was mean to her foster 
brother. The worker explained to the foster mother that Joyce was 
acting out because of her mother's desertion which had a traumatic 
effect on Joyce. Joyce was also upset because of separation from her 
father. The divided control between her father and the foster mother 
was frustrating to Joyce. The worker explained that Joyce was too 
old for her nine years and had too much responsibility. She now felt 
guilty for her mother's desertion of her father and the worker felt 
I that it was hard for Joyce to attach herself to another woman because 
~L-~ 
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the mother was so cruel and re j ected her by desertion, consequently, 
she did not want to be deserted again and could not form a relation-
ship with the foster mother. Since Joyce was unhappy in the foster 
home and t he foster mother could not accept Joyce's behavior, Joyce 
was replaced fifteen months after first placement. 
The worker thought that Joyce's father cooperated with the agency 
"at times" . The worker explained thS; taking J oyce out of the foster 
home so frequently was undoing all the foster mother had been trying 
to do, but the father would not listen to t his interpretation. The 
worker emphasized tha t the father would have to choose which was most 
important--his being l onesome on week ends or Joyce improving in be-
havior. The mother also began to visit Joyce and gave her a great 
deal to eat Which resulted in Joyce becoming ill. Both the foster 
moth er and the worker prohibited the mother from visiting Joyce as 
it was such a traumatic experience for her. 
Joyce improved in the second foster home--as she became less ag-
gressive, made friends with the neighborhood children, began to eat I 
everything and no longer lied. It was decided after two years in the I 
second foster home, that Joyce would remain in t he foster home in 
private placement, since foster mother and Joyce's father were able 
to come to satisfactory working relationships. 
Joyce was unable to form a~ relationship in the first foster 
home because Bhe feared t hat the fo ster mother would follow the mother's 
pattern of deserting her. Therefore , Joyce could no t adjust in the first 
foster home because she transferred her feelings towards her parents into 
the foster home. The fath er was prepared for placement, but had guilt 
feeli ng s about the separation. The father complained about the first 
foster home, but accepted the second foster mother a s she gave Joyce the 
affection and security which she needed. Joyce realized t hat the second 
foster mother would not desert her and therefore, was not like her mother. 
With this realization, J oyce was able to adju~ in the second foster home. 
The father's attitudes were partially modified towards placement . 
INTERPRETJ.TI VE STUDY OF GROUP THREE 
The preceding two cases included two children who found it dif-
ficult to adjust in a foster home because of their parents' attitudes 
which were transferred by the children into the foster home. Joyce's 
mother rejected her daughter by desertion, but while Mickey's mother 
maintained a home for him and gave him material things, she was unable to 
give him the love and security that he needed. In both cases, we see two 
children who were unable to make a satisfactory love relationship with 
their mothers. Although Joyce maintained that she did not want to see 
her mother, Joyce was so deeply hurt by her mother's desertion, that she 
could not face her. Joyce felt that her first~ster mother's attitude 
was so similar to her own mother's that she felt that she would be deser-
ted again. J oyce was eventually able to adjust in the second foster home 
when she felt assured that She would not be deserted. Mickey was con-
stantly reminded of his own mother when he was in the foster home and 
therefore was unable to adjust, as he had to remain in his own home in 
order to be assured of his mother's l ove. Consequently, Mickey had to 
run away to his own home where he could be closer to his mother. 
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GROUP FOUR 
This group includes three cases consisting of three children 
in which the step•father influenced the child's adjus tment in t he foster 
home. The writer will present two cases and summari~e one. 
Case 9 
RQf, eight years old, was referred in 1945 to CAA by the police, 
probation officer, and scout master for a possible placement plan of 
Boy and his two brothers . Roy, an illegitimate child, was the young-
est in a family of three boys. When referred, Roy and his brothers 
had just returned to their home after running away for a week. The 
boys had stolen and had been responsible for a fire in one of the 
stores where they lived. 
The mother's first husband was killed in an accident and nine 
years later She had remarried. The stepfather had a long record on 
probation and was on parole. The mother was immoral and a prostitute 
and t he stepfather abused her and constantly reminded her of her 
earlier immorality. 
Roy's parents were seen by the case worker who explained t he 
agency policies and foster home placement. The step-father resented 
supporting Roy and his brothers and encouraged t he beys to keep the 
things which they had stolen. The mother had no control over the 
children and violently resisted several attempts by the Society of 
Prevention of Cruelty to Children to have t hem committed as neglected 
children. The parents were eva sive and the worker felt that they did 
not relate the exact truth. The step father treated the mother like 
a child, which was her mental capacity, according to t he worker. 
On the day that Roy was placed, his mother and step-father 11had 
a knock down, drag out figh.t 11 , a s both were drunk. There was no 
information on Roy's reaction to this scene which he witnessed before 
he was placed in the foster home. Three weeks after referral, Roy 
was pla ced with his brother on a farm. Roy became rough with the 
other children in the neighborhood. Two months after placement, Roy 
began to steal and quarrel and was not too popular with t he other 
children . Roy imitated his step-father's behavior by becoming ag-
gressive in the fo ster home. It was the worker's i mpression that 
"nothing disturbed or bothered Roy11 • Roy had the whole neighborhood 
in an uproar when he undressed a six year old boy and spanked him and 
sent him home naked. Roy saw his step-father do this to his mother 
and, naturally, thought that it was permissible. Roy continued to 
steal and could not be left alone as he could no t be trusted, and 
after ten months in his first placement, he was replaced. The step-
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father continued to encourage Roy to keep the things he stole. 
The parents failed to cooperate as they did not send Roy's board 
to the agency. The worker assured Roy 1 s mother that the agency had 
no desire to take Roy away from her and if abe were a good mother as 
abe professed, she would want her chi ldren cared for by relatives or 
by CAA who could give them a good home until she, herself, could make 
a good home for them. When the visitor saw the step-father in the 
home, he was confronted by the statement, "I suppose you've come to 
see if the house was decent. You are a smooth art icle--you are". 
The step-father said that he had no obligation to contribute to the 
support of the boys. He also thought that 11all agencies were in 
glove together and a bunch of grafters meking their living off of 
poor people". 
Two years after placement, Roy was sent home to live with his 
mother and step-father as there was not any evidence of cooperation 
bet.,reen t he parents and the agency, and Roy was not in any trouble at 
that time. Tna case was closed and Roy was discharged from the 
agency . It was the case worker's impression that i t was only a mat-
ter of time before Roy and his brothers would be involved in serious 
del inqueney • . 
The step- father had little i.nterest in Roy's welfare and would 
not cooperate with the a gency or with the Society of Prevention of 
Cruelty to Children when they were interested in Roy. The agency poll-
cies were explained to him before placement, but he completely i gnored 
the worker. Roy stole before he was placed in a foster home, but this 
stealing increased when he left his home. Instead of condemning the 
stealing, Roy's step-father encouraged t his behavior. He could not co-
opere4.e with his neighborhood friends and endeavored to conceal his feel-
ings by not permitting anything to bother him. These attitudes were 
transferred into the foster home. It was apparent t ha t Roy's behavior 
was hostility directed toward the step-father and the mother for their 
rejecting attitude and also for t heir neglecting manner. Roy could have 
felt hostile toward the step- father for interferring in his home after 
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his mother had been alone with the children for so many years. The step-
father was unable to accept the case worker and became very suspicious 
of him. These feeling developed into a paranoid attitude. The step-
father's failure to cooperate and his interference with the worker and 
the foster home made it difficult for Roy to adjust in any foster home. 
Case 10 
Anthony, nine years old, was referred to CAA in 1944 by the Soc-
iety for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children and two other agen-
cies because of his step-father's inability to handle him. Anthony 
was a leader who absorbed new ideas quickly and put t hem into prac-
tice with a group of young boys. Anthony had engaged in several 
stealing episodes. He was the second oldest in a fami~ of four. 
The mother's first husband was intelligent, but was a chronic 
alcoholic with a weak personality. Anthony's mother was promiscuous 
during her first husband's illness. When her husband died, she deci-
ded to remarry in spite of the fact that she was tired of her boy 
friend. The step-fa,ther and the mother were quarreling constantly 
and were at sword's point. Anthony and his brothers were compatible, 
but it was t he case worker 1 s impression that the youngest brother l-tas 
the favorite in the family. Anthony had been tested and found to be 
dull normal but not defective. He did not have a personality dis-
order, but was in great need of a better environment and more super-
vision. 
The mother and step-father were seen before placement by the 
case worker who found that the mother was interested in Anthony, but 
did not know how to handle him. The mother openly admitted that she 
did not want Anthony when he was born and had a difficult time during 
her pregnancy. The mother was superstitious and some of her fears 
carried over to Anthony as he was fearful of the dark and refused to 
go to bed unless someone accompanied him. Anthony was also afraid · 
that some man would come in through the window and choke him. The 
step-father took the initiative throughout the conversation, while 
his wife remained silent . The step-father was very protective of 
Anthony's difficulties, mentioning "that Anthony was weak and easily 
led on, the neighborhood was a poor influence on him, and he gave 
everything away which he had stolen. Anthony could not defend him-
self and would never strike back". The step-father did not think 
that he was a problem in the home as he minded and was helpful. The 
mother mentioned that the step-father had a real interest in the boy, 
but the case worker knew that the step-father had a quick temper and 
severely beat his wife and her children. The case worker felt that 
differences in his own father's personality and that of his step- fat-
her had a traumatic effect on Anthony. Anthony's father had been a 
passive pereon, whereas, the step-father was a dominating figure in 
the family. The case worker discussed possible placement plans with 
the parents an4 the possibility of having Anthony receive psychiatric 
treatment at the Judge Baker Guidance Center because of his apparent 
insecurity and his inability to defend himself. The parents were 
most anxious to have help for the boy and agreed to all the agency's 
suggestions. 
Two months after referral, Anthony was placed in a temporary 
·-
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home for the purpo&e of his being studied at t he clinic. At the time 
of pl acement . Ant hony went into t he anxi et y state. r efusing t o ~it 
dmm or t ake hi s ooa.t off. He was t hen t aken to t he agency ' s other 
fost er home wher e t he boys were his own age, but he agai n repeated 
the same behavior as in the fir st fost er home. The mother bribed hi e 
by off ering Anthony three doll ars. but t h i s could not per suade Ant-
hony to reDai n . When t he worker decided not t o pueh Anthony into the 
pl ao9ment. t he boy was al lowed t o r eturn home with hi s mot her . As 
t he boy, t he vor ker and t he mother wer e ! eaTing, the wor ker' s car be-
came s tuck and Anthony becrune f riends wi t h t he boys and decided to 
r ema in in placement--much to t he 11 surpr 1se of the caae worker". 
Ant hony had a difficult time in adjusting as he bee1me involved i n 
sever al arguments and endeavored t o jump out of a window in or der t o 
run a~ay , and was unable t o take any challenge to his self respect. 
Anthony r emai ned i n t he first home four days because of hi s i nability 
to adjust. About a week l ater, Anthony vae sent t o t he Lyman School 
becanse o! a tragic i ncident which Anthony was invol ved i n. Four 
months l~ter, he was sent t o Chil dren ' s Village and he agai n went 
into a panic, but it les~ened when his mother left. Anthony l ost 
tension , hi s enur~sis cont inued , hit ni ght mar es and pani c decreased. 
He mainta ined a f r iendl y attitude wi t h adult s , but was aggressive 
vi t h children. The worker t hought t h at Ant hony 1 s aggr ession was an 
attention getting device t o show other boys th~t he was fearle&~ end 
also want ed t o gPin t heir admiration . The ~orker also felt that 
Ant hony ' s aggr essive hyper act ivi t y was an over-reaction to his former 
repr essed pattern. 
The case worker continued t o see t he pexents who consider ed CAA 
"a real life ~::avor11 • I t wa& explained t o the parents t hnt Ant hon7 
was a di sturbed boy whose probl eme ·•ere deep seated and explained 
t he necessity of p sychiatric t r e@. t ment for Anthony . The parent s were 
pl eased with Anthony ' s i mprovement and t hat he wes no longer diffi -
cult. It was t he worker ' s iD1pr ession t het t he s t ep- fat her t;as t yr an-
nical, but t hat he was a hard wor king person wi t h good st endards. 
The par ents began to accept Anthony and began t o encourage hi m to 
wor k for hie gr aduation and dischar ge.. Anthony' s one goal vas to go 
home. 
Three year s after r efer r al , Anthony ~as dischar ged from Chil-
dr en ' s Village and f rom CAA, and was t hen supervised by t he probat ion 
officer. It was recommended t hat Anthony have a school Wher e he 
would enJoy protect ion from frustrat ion and could have a sense of 
achi evement. 
Ant hony ' s behavior when hi s mother r emarri ed was similar t o 
t hat o! Roy when his mother remarried. They bot h were unable t o rhar e 
mother wi t h anyone . The differ ence in t he per sonalities of Ant-
_j_ 
bony' G father and his step-f a t her •·as a tratwatic exneriencA for t he boy. 
Ant hony ' s s t ep-father waa uneble t o handle t he boy and tried to control 
h i m by being vory domi na.tine , but a t t he a8L1e tintt was protecting of 
Anthony when confronted by the ca se wor ker. The atep- fnthPr proJect ed 
t he bla me for Ant hony ' s behavior onto t he neighbor hood children. Ant hony ' 
aggress1Yen ~" &tl was hi s met hod of getting a t t ention which ho l acked i n b iB 
own home . 1'he parent s were v~ry willing for an 9€ency to o.rsumc r espon-
dbili ty f or Anthony, \:/hen he vas a problem but when he i mpr oved , they 
encouraged h i m t o "'or k for hh gr aduation . fhe mot h or 1 a attitude ~as 
t hat of rejection , as !"he admitted t ht t abe had not want ed Ant hony when 
h e vas born nnd nov th~t he was a. p r oblem, She did no t know how t o cope 
with h i e . The agency policies were exolainerl before placernent e.nd the 
par ents cooper at ed with the wor ker t o so~e ext ent . 
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Case 11 
Ronald , four years old, waa referred in l q4o to CAA by a hospit-
el for ~lacesent becau~e of his mother• R poor heal t h and because or 
uneat isfectory conditions in t he home. 3onald was t r e youngest in a 
t amily of t hr ee boys . The mot her had divorced h~r first husband and 
had b een married t o her present huabend for over a year. ~·e ste~­
f ather had t he attitude t hat the wor ld owed hi m a living and had lost 
his equelibrium during t he t imo of hie unemployment and continued to 
be irritable and super- sensitive . The mother had n strong drive for 
perfection and deman<led hf'r own "'8Y· It ~'as t o •ror kar' s i mpression 
t hat t he mother had little initiet i ve t o s tart or carry t hr ouph any-
t l. ine but usual rout i ne . There was r eason to believe t h: t t he mo th-
er ' s 111 health was due t o psycholoeical r~asone rather than an or-
ganic disease. There was a leo some question of i ncompatibili t y be-
t ween t he parents . 
Ronald' s mo t her wae seen t hree times before pl acement and wa s 
anxious for i mzedi ate pl acement . The reot her wos "tied" t o her chil-
dren , but vas jealous of the attent ion t hat t he children phi d to t he 
step-father . Ronal d he.d hee..rd t he cr,arrels bet ween his perent a and 
became upeet by t hem . Ronald developed l etomaeh-ache if he was not 
given his own way , hit hh mother, haf' t en;p"'r tantr ums, and had enur-
esis. Ronald was also very fond of playin~ with a doll nnd earri~e. 
Ronald vae placed t hree weeks after referral and he reacted b~ 
crying, hie enuresis increased , became consti~ated , t al ked about hia 
11 mudder 11 , and became hysterical and develo~ed eevAr e stomach paine 
when his par ents visited him in t he foster home . Ronal d took delight 
in plQTing house and demanded t ha t he be called "hubby instead ot 
husbnnd11 • lor t he next e i ght years Ronald W~> B pl aced o.t t he agency ' e 
camp every summer and also wae pl aced during t he mothor •a il lnesses. 
Fe develo"Ped poor eating habi ts anr' \··ri3ncver hie step- father vi si ted, 
Ronal d r ogreaaed to t he inf antile stsgo in hi e manner of speech and 
wh i ned . Ronald 1 s mai n pr obl em continued to be enure81 s . 
The mother ~·a s unable to under stand t he situation intellectually. 
The ca se worker thour~t t hat some of t he stra in in t he f amily was due 
to t he mother' ~ dr i ve f or perfeeti ~n . Through ease wor k services , 
t h e mother was able to assert h~rself in deal in~ with h r second hus-
band. The case wor ker expl ained th~t t he etep-fet hPT 1 s presence in 
the home was upsetting t o Ronal e who f ailed i n school ane r.i r enur-
esis gre~ nrogr essively worse. 
In lq48 , t he f amily coved to a •caller city ~nd Ronald went to 
live wi t h h1e mother . The worker helped ~onald t o face t he facts ot 
hia step- father' s neglect end unfeithf\unese , eince the at ep-fat her 
l acked emotional ~~turity and et ebility. 
42 
I NTERPRETATIVE SUMMARY o:r GROUP FOUR 
The preceding three easea consisted ot three children whose 
step-fa t hers infiuenced their adjustunt in the foster home. Although 
t hese children seldom talked about their own father, t hey were Tiaibly 
influenced by their absence. The difference m t he real parent t a atti-
tude and that ot the step-father resulted in con.tu.e1on of the children 
which later deT&loped into aome behaTior problem or ~mptom formation 
which wa a illustrated in the case of Anthony. When these chil dren's 
mothere' remarried they undoubtedly realized that their feelings of re-
Jection were Terlfied, and when t hey were placed, their tears were ln-
creaaed. Ronald and Roy had seT&re ca ses of enurelia, Roy ltole, and 
Ronald developed p>or eat1118 habit e. Ronald also regre11ed which was an 
attention getting deTice. Anthony's aother admitted that Anthony was an 
unwanted child which he undoubtedly realized. 
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GROUP FIVE 
This group includes four cases, seven children, whose parents 
refused to assume responsibility for their children, and were very wil~ 
ling that an agency assume the responsibility of them in foster homes. 
This attitude naturally influenced the child's adjustment in the foster 
home. The writer will present two cases and summarize cases fourteen and 
fifteen. 
Case 12 
George, nine years old, the second oldest in a family of five, 
was referred in 1946 by a probation officer for foster home placement. 
George was placed by e. state agency in two different foster homes 
which resulted in his running away. George was returned to the court 
and the state agency requested the commitment of George to the boy's 
reformatory, but the court felt that George was too young for this 
commitment and, therefore, requested that CAA take an interest in him. 
The case worker learned that George's parents had been to several 
agencies, twenty nine different times during the past few years. The 
father had a probation record and was described as a person who was 
11baffled by life's problems". The mother was a hypochondriac, and a 
passive and an ineffective person. The mother had spells of a func-
tional illness owing to her inability to cope with life's physical 
and financial problems. The parents' first child was illegitimate 
and George was born eleven days before the parents' marriage. This 
family gave no evidence of stability and lacked any security or 
feeling of a family. George and his younger si9ter began to indulge 
in sex play and were both hyperactive and highstrung. 
The mother admitted that She was unable to cope with the boy. 
It was the case worker's impression that the mother liked her chil-
dren when they were in the doll stage, but did not assume any respon-
sibility for them when they became older. The mother "bragged avout 
locking George in the closet at the age of three or tied him to a 
chair when She left the house as he was too active for her". The 
mother admitted that she rejected George because of the trouble he 
caused her and was unable to understand why he still loved her. The 
mother had placed him in a nursery school when he was younger 11 in 
order to get rid of him during the day". 
The mother was very anxious for placement. The worker was un-
able to interpret the parents meaning of placement, 11 as t hey were 
hopelessly suggestible and disoriente~. They were too willing to let 
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anyone relieve them of their responsibility. 
During the agency's two year contact with George, he was re-
placed eleven different times, but four of these replacements were 
for admittance to a hospital when he developed scabves, which he had 
contacted at his own home. His comment about the hospital was "Woo-
Woo, the nurses are pretty here". Evidently, he was attached to his 
first foster home which -,,as only a temporary home, as he continually 
ran away to that home. He ur.inated in the yard in one foster home 
"so that he would be sent back to the temporary home". George lied 
and ran away continually, was over-affectionate with adults who were 
fond of him. It "'as the case · worker 1 s impression that all the boy 
needed was a foster home in the country with a man who could devote 
his entire time to George and a woman who could give him demonstra-
tive, motherly affection. 
The parents did not cooperate with the agency or the worker who 
felt that only superficial contacts were made. The parents t hought 
that George had improved and "'ere 11delighted 11 • The parents had in-
tentions of contributing to the payment of George's board, but never 
showed any ability to do so. When the child visited his own home, 
he became over-stimulated and too excited. Since the boy was at-
tached to his home, the worker urged George to stay at home and he 
improved to some extent, but his mother refused to keep him t here. 
George was tested by a psychiatrist and was found to have pre-
psychotic trends and was an adolescent psychopath. I n 1948, two 
years after referral, George was committed to the boys's reformatory, 
at the age of eleven. 
George's parents were very agreeable to placement for him but 
they were unable to comprehend the real meaning of placement and the 
benefits that George might possibl¥ receive from a foster home. The 
parents' attitudes toward the foster home were not recorded, but it was 
evident that t he parents showed little interest in t he foster home or in 
George's adjustment. The mother and father were both i mmature persons 
who were unable to cope with any problem or assume any responsibility. 
The mother did euffer from a functional illness and George also had pre-
psychotic trends. The mother rejected George at an early age, but George 
always went back to his mother, hoping that some day, she would give him 
the love and affection that he had always desired from her. This was a 
typical reaction of a rejected child. George's over-affection with adults 
was his manner of compensating for t he lack of affection from his own 
parents. George was unable to adjust in any fo ster home because his 
parents !ailed to give him the love and affection and security in order 
to enable him to make relationShips with other people. 
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Case 13 
Raymond, Gene, and Lois, nine, eight, and four respectively, 
vere referred to CAA in 1948 by a family agency for placement during 
their mother's illness and hospitalization. The father's previous 
wife and the present one, had been afflicted with the same illness. 
The father was under heavy expenses because of the heavy medical ex-
penses, but insisted on p~ing full placement expenses for the chil-
dren before he would consider the possibility of placement. It was 
felt by the agency that a referral to a public agency would have been 
difficult for the father to accept. 
Rqmond was described by the father as a carefree, easy going 
child, while Gene was serious, conscientious and anxious. ~mend 
fre quently quarreled with his sist er and brother. The father brought 
the three children to see their mother in t he hospital every three 
\'leeks and t hey were permitted to stand out side and wave to their 
mother. It was the worker's impressi on that the parents were inter-
ested in t heir children and had a great deal of love for them. The 
parents had a good relationship with each other. 
The case worker visited the mother who was eager for placement 
as she was anxious about her home and family. Placment was carefully 
explained to the mother and the f ather and assurance of the agency 1 s 
interest was given to avoid the anxiety of the father. The father 
was relieved t hat t he children would be cared for as it was evident 
that the father fel t t he responsibility of the childr en keenly. The 
worker felt that the mother had little understanding of discipline 
and care for the children. The parents were quite cooperative before 
placement and accepted the case worker. 
The father carefully explained placement to the children and 
found them very eager. The children were placed three months after 
referral, on a farm. Durin.g this placement, Raymond contracted and 
allergy which caused some deafness and Gene began to have fainting 
spells, while Lois became quite constipated, devel oped a finiky ap-
petite and sought a great deal of attention. The foster parents were 
of the opinion that the children were happy, but were difficult to 
manage. It was also noticeable that the chi l dren failed to gain 
weight in spite of the foster mother's efforts to give them nourish-
ing food. After two months placement, t he children spent one d~ at 
home with the mother who had returned home. Gene reacted to this by 
l osing weight and appeared lonesome and it was the worker' s impres-
sion t hat Gene missed physical affection from the foster parents. 
The case worker kept in constant to~ch with the father and at-
temped to modify his feeli~~s about the fo ster home. He compl ained 
that his Children did not have the proper care, as they were not 
clean in spite of the fact t hat the children had dail y showers. The 
father was certain that the milk was not sterile and that Raymond was 
overworked on the farm. The father visited the children regularly in 
the foster home and continued to take them to see their mother. The 
father pa.id the children's board regularly an4 cooperated with the 
worker. When the time came for the mother to be released from t he 
hospital, it was apparent that she was not anxious to be released, as 
t here was some question as to whether she wanted to assume the respon-
sibility of her children. The mother was described by the doctor in 
the hospital as a woman who did not assert herself, and took delight 
in being waited on and disliked having to make decisions. The doctor 
mentioned that the mother refused to assume any responsibility for 
herself in the hospital. 
The children were returned home fourteen months after placement. 
The mother had been discharged from the hospital three months pre-
viously and had not shown any interest in t h e return of her children. 
The father came to the office after the discharge and made several 
complaints about the foster home. The father said that t he children 
were now gaining weight in their own home and that they were given a 
poor quality of food in the foster home. He ascertained that Raymond 
was horsewhipped, and had previously maintained that t he children 
were happy in t he foster home, but wa snow convinced that they were 
not. The father owed some money for t he board of t he children, but 
now refused to pay the egency as t he 11 agency did not keep t heir part 
of t he barga.in 11 • The case worker also mentioned in the record that 
Raymond, Gene and Lois were intelligent children who could have bene-
fitted from a family with higher standa.rde, but the family had re-
quested a farm. 
Raymond, Gene and Loie found it difficult to adjust in a foster 
home because their mother was unwilling to assume respons ibility for them. 
The mother was desirious of placement and was not anxious for the children 
to be returned to her. The case worker and the doctor described this 
mother as a woman who did not want to assume any responsibility. The 
father, on the other hand, took the responsibility of his children keenly. 
He endeavored to cooperate before placement, but criticized the foster 
home after placement which was an indication of his guilt for not keeping 
the children with him. The children reacted to placement and to their 
mother's attitude by becoming difficult to manage. Lois became consti-
pated, developed a finicky appetite and sought an excessive amount of 
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attention. Gene's fainting spells were his method of escaping or at-
tracting Ettention. 
Case 14 
Dickie, eight years old, the youngest of five children was re-
ferred in 1943 by a probation officer, who complained that Dickie had 
been truanting from school, ran away from home, panhandled money and 
had undesirable companions. Dickie had been transferred to a dis-
ciplinary day school , but because of his youth, the probation officer 
felt this was undesirable. The mother had been in court because of 
neglect and failure to send the boy to school and also for adultery. 
Dickie and his sister were illegitimate. The mother refused to give 
up work and consider Aid to Dependent Children as she disliked being 
dependent on an agency. It was the worker's impression that the mot-
her did not want her home supervised as thawould prevent Dickie's 
father from visiting the home. The mother had a superficial interest 
in the boy and was interested in a foster home for Dickie, but t he 
records did not indicate whether the mother was prepared for the 
placement. 
Dickie wae prepared for placement by the case worker who des-
cribed Dickie as a person who lived in a world of fantasy. Dickie 
claimed that he had a "powerful brain which made him psychic" and 
that the alleged father was "on a secret mission and had to travel 
by dog sled and submarine". Dickie was placed two weeks after re-
ferral, and ran away two days afterwards. After his return, he was 
placed in the country which the mother agreed to as he was miles 
away from home and would not be able to run away so easily. Dickie 
again escaped into fantasy by becoming absorbed in funny books. His 
flight into fantasy was a mechanism of escape which was a reaction 
against his parents' attitudes. Dickie adjusted in the foster home, 
took their name as his own, and became very affectionate with all 
the farm animals. 
The alleged father was seen by the case worker, but he was not 
able to straighten out his marital relationships in order to make a 
home for Dickie. The father visited Dickie who became alarmed that 
his father would take him back home. Two months after t he father's 
visit, Dickie ran away. The mother and the alleged father showed 
little interest in Dickie and were willing that the responsibility 
of Dickie would be assumed by someone other than themselves. 
The case worker continued to take an interest in Dickie until 
1949. Dickie had requested tha.t he be returned to his own home, in 
spite of the fact that "the foster home was much better than his 
own home". Dickie was certain that 11his mother wanted him11 • In 
spite of the fact t hat Dickie's parents failed to assume any res-
ponsibility for him, he was impelled ta return to his own home. 
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Case 15 
Phyllis and Janice, ages four and three respectively, were re-
ferred in 1948 to CAA by another agency for placement, since the par-
ents were separated and the mother did not have any money. The father 
an American citizen, had met the mother in another country and brought 
her to the United States. The mother, who had a deprived chil~ood 
as she felt that her brother and sister were favored, married against 
the wishe~ of her parents. The father had deserted the mother in 
America five years after t heir marriage. The mother asserted that 
she would not return t o her parents as they would resent her. The 
children's mother was an immature person with few advantages--regarded 
America as the land of plenty. The worker in the other agency con-
sidered the mother's mentality to be similar to t hat of an eight year 
old. The worker thought that the mother had 11 a come hither look". 
The two girls had a baby sister~ose paternity was questionable. The 
father was described 11as a poor country yokel" and a low grade moron, 
who was always in difficulties and was not capable of assuming any 
responsibility for his children". 
The agency policies were explained to the mother and the chil-
dren were accepted for placement for a period of one year and a half. 
The mother was very upset over placement. The mother had explained 
placement to t he children by telling t hem t hat 11 t hey were going for a 
ride i n t he country". The case worker assured t he mother t hat t he 
girls would be returned to her whenever she requested it and t Pe 
mother const a..11tl y mentioned t ha.t 11 nobody was going to get t hose kids 11• 
Phyllis and Janice were placed in the same home. The mother seldom 
visited t he children in t he foster home claiming that she did not 
like the foster home. It was the case worker's impression t hat the 
mother did not take the responsibility of her children teo seriously. 
The mother did not ·pay the board regularly as it 11 did not make any 
difference whether she paid or not 11 • Phyllis was very show in talking 
which was an indication that she wanted to remain at the infantile 
level where she hoped to gain some attention and affection. Janice 
was more relaxed, whereas Phyllis was quite apxious. The girls were 
examined by a psychiatrist who described both girls as imma.ture and 
deprived both emotionally and in experience. Janice demanded a great 
deal of attention, ·both girls masturbated, were very destructive with 
their clothes, as the cut them. The girls tried to choke each other 
as they had seen their father do it to t heir mother. The children 
were replaced six months after t heir first placement as the foster 
mother could not accept t he girl's behavior. 
The mother did not keep her~ointment~ with the case worker 
who endeavored to reassure the mother. The mother brought clothes 
to the girls which were never the correct size. After being trans-
ferred to another worker, the mother stated that she did not "like 
her second agent as She did not drive her out to see her children as 
the first worker did 11 • The father did not show any interest in 
1... • :..:"~ 
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Phyllis and Janice. The mother did not want to assume the respon-
sibility of the two girl s , and the case worker was unable to help 
the mother in regard to her feelings about her two daughters. Phy-
llis and Janice's actions appeared to be reactions to t heir mother's 
lack of responsibility. 
Phyllis and Janice were t aken out of placement fourteen months 
after pl acement , as the mother had planned to be a pra,ctica.l nurse 
f or an elderly lady and would be able to have her children with her. 
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INTERPRETATIVE St.JM:t.iARY OF GROUP FIVE 
The preceding four cases consisted of seven chi l dren, whose 
parents were unwilling to assume t he responsibility of them which af fec-
ted t heir adjustment in the foster home . George end Dickie continued to 
run away to t heir ovm home, as t hey anticipated t he.t their parents would 
want them some d~ , i n spite of the fact that their parents openly ad-
mitted that t hey did not want them. This is in accordance with Percival 
Symonds who maintained t hat 11 The parent s who presented the smallest 
number of affectionate advances to their children received the largest 
number of affectionate advances from t heir children11 .3 
Dickie maintained that his foster home was better than his own 
home. It wasevident that Dickie hoped that his own home might become 
similar to the foster home. 
Phyllis and Janice reacted to t heir mother's lack of interest 
in them by cutting their clothes. 11 The child· cuts clothes or destroys 
t hings which is hostility resulting from parental neglect which was con-
centrated in neurotic behavior. 114 
In the case of Raymond, Gene. and Lois, the conflicting atti-
tudes of the parents regarding responsibility influenced the childrens 1 
adjustment in the foster home. 
3 Percival Symonds, Qe• cit . , p. 25. 
4 Ibid, p. 29. 
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CHAPTER IV 
CASE .FINDINGS 
Several significant factors were evident in the foregoing case 
material. There were several tangible factors that should be pointed 
out in order to present a clearer picture of this study. The writer will 
present tables which will include the source of referral, the reasons for 
referral, the place of living at the time of referral, the marital rela-
tionships, the modification of t he parents' attitudes and the evidences 
of the child 's reacti ons to the parents' attitudes i n t he foster home. 
erred. 
Table I points out the sources from which the cases were ref-
TABLE I 
SOURCE OF REFERRAL 
Source 
Parent 
Probation officer 
Hospital 
sPCC 
Family Agency 
Total 
Number of Cases 
5 
4 
1 
3 
2 
15 
In regard to the source of referral, it was significant to 
note that the public had taken advantage of the a~ency services Which 
was indicated by the fact that five parents did refer their children to 
CAA for placement. However, the number of parents was relatively small 
when compared to the ten referring agencies which indicated that more 
referrals were made by people professionally interested in helping chil-
dren. 
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Table II indicates the apparent reasons for the referral. 
Reason 
Parent worked 
Behavior 
Removed from the 
foster home 
Illness of mother 
Total 
TABLE II 
REA.SON :roR REFERRAL 
Number of Cases 
b 
6 
1 
2 
15 
Number of Children 
10 
b 
1 
4 
21 
The above table pointed out that the two most prevalent reasons 
for placement were: 1. Therparent worked which consisted of six eases 
involving ten children and 2. Behavior problems which consisted of six 
cases involving six children. These behavior problems in some eases were 
react ions to the parents' attitudes of rejection and neglect. The fact 
that the parents were working, also, in eome eases, justified their 
desire for placement. Two cases consisting of four children, requested 
placement as their mother was ill which left the children without super-
vision. One child had been in private placement and the mother reques-
ted placement in a foe.ter home with the supervision of CAA.. 
It was not the source of referral that was important, but the par-
ents' feelings toward applying to an agency and their request for place-
ment, that was t he meaningful factor. The reason for referral was not 
always the real reason for coming to the agency. "Some parents seek a 
child placing agency as a kind of super-conscience which gives them per-
mission to go ahead with a decision t hey have already made where the~r 
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permission is needed as parental sanction. nl 
The person with whom the child was living at the time of refer-
ral was indicated in Table III. 
TABLE III 
PLACE OF LIVING AT REFERRAL 
Living With 
Foster parents 
Mother and stepfather 
Maternal relatives 
Own parents 
Mother only 
Father only 
Total 
Number of Children 
1 
3 
3 
1 
9 
4 
21 
~umber of Cases 
1 
3 
2 
1 
6 
2 
15 
It was significant to note· that one child out of the twenty one 
children studiea were living with both of their parents. One child lived 
in a private foster home and his parent~ requested placement from CAA as 
there was disharmony between the private foster home and t he parents. 
Nine children lived with their mother and four lived with their father. 
Three children lived 91th their mother and step-father. It was pointed 
out in t he study that the parents' separation, divorce and desertion had 
a traumatic effect on t he child. 
Marital relationships, as a significant factor in influencing 
the child's adjustment, was pointed out in Table IV. 
1 Helen Leland Witmer, Parental Behavior as an Index to the 
Probable Outcome of Treatment in .! Child Guidance Clirlc, p. 4'32:-
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TABLE IV 
MARITAL RELATIONSHIPS 
Marital State 
Living together 
Divorced 
Separation 
Separation due to illness 
Remarriage 
Common law marriage 
Total 
Number of Cases 
2 
5 
3 
1 
3 
1 
15 
Number of Children 
2 
8 
4 
3 
3 
1 
21 
The writer found that there were two cases in which t he parents 
were living together. but it was evident that the relationships were 
strained. In one case, the separation was due to the mother's illness 
which necessitated foster home placement for the children. Separation, 
in the three cases was due to marital disharmony. Five of the cases con-
sisting of eight children came from families of divorced parents and the 
parents of three children had remarried. There was one case of common 
law marriage. 
Four parents did not have the sanctionaf their own parents 
when they married. This was not a large number to be too significant, 
but these mothers either divorced their husbands or returned with their 
family to live with their parent s. It was evident tha t t he intensity of 
their guilt increased to SQCh an extent that they felt obligated to re-
turn to their parents. These parents were unconsciously puniShing them-
selves by their failures in marriage. When the parents returned to their 
own homes. the grandparents interfered with the parents relationship with 
the child to such an extent that the parents' attitudes toward this inter -
ferance affected the child when he entered the foster home. It was also 
- -- ---=-==--'-'=-ll=-
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noted that the parent's inability to form a satist,ying relationship with 
their own parents increased the possibility that the parents could not 
relate to their own children. The parents, in some cases, treated their 
children in the same manner in which they were treated in t heir child-
hood. 
The writer had previously mentioned the five groupings in which 
the parents' attitudes influenced the child's adjustment in the foster 
home. There were other significant attitudes and behavior of the par-
ents which influenced the child. Nine of the parents visited regularly, 
three parents overvisited end three parent s did not visit the child in 
the foster home until the case worker advised them to visit for t he best 
intere st of the child. Three parents continuously took their children 
out of pl acement which gave the children a sense of insecurity. Four 
parents laviShed clothes and presents on t heir children which were indi-
cations of their guilt feelings. It was interesting t o note that one 
parent brought an overabundance of clothes to the child, but t he clothes 
were never the correct size. Several of the parents were unable to keep 
their appointments with the case worker and were unable to pay the child's 
board in the fo ster home . Four parents openly compl ained of t he foster 
home in the child' s presence which hindered t he child's acceptance of the 
foster home. Conscious rejection of the child was demonstrated by the 
parents who refused to assume their responsibility for t heir child. 
The following table indicated the number of pa.rent s whose at-
titudes were either modified or remained t he same through case work ser-
vices. 
58 
TA13LE V 
MODIFICATION OF THE PARENTS' ATTITUDES 
Case Work Contact 
Both parents• attitudes were modified 
Both parents• attitudes unmodifiable 
One of the parent's attitudes modified 
Parent refused to cooperate after 
Placement 
Total 
Number of Parents 
3 
9 
2 
1 
It was significant to note that nine oases of parental atti-
tudes were unmodifiable, in spite of the case work services. There were 
three oases in which the parents were able to accept case work services 
and t heir attitudes were modified. There were two cases in which one of 
the parents could accept the case work services. One parent cooperated 
and accepted the case worker before and during placement, but reversed 
his attitude toward the agency and the case worker after placement. 
In the following table on evidences of the child 's reactions 
to the parents• attitudes in the foster home, the number of times the 
evidences were mentioned, exceeded the number of children. 
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TABLE VI 
EVIDENCES OF THE CHILD'S REACTIONS TO THE PARENTS' ATTITUDES 
IN THE FOSTER HOMES 
Evidences of the Child's Reaction 
Poor appetite 
Excessive demand of adult attention 
Stealing 
Sex practices 
Poor school work 
Enuresis 
Running away 
Aggressive behavior 
Daydreams 
Sibling rivalry 
Frequency of Mention 
6 
5 
2 
6 
3 
5 
5 
7 
~ 
This table indicated t hat aggressive behavior, sex practices, 
and poor appetites were the most frequent evidences of the child's reac-
tion to their parents' attitudes. The use of the term sex practices, in-
eluded masturbation, phallic gestures and re-enacting the eexual scene 
witnessed by the child. There were several indications in individual 
cases of the child regressing to the infantile level in behavior and in 
speech. Most prevalent regression was that of enuresis. Anna Freud re-
ferred to this when she stated: 
When the break in attachment is sudden and complete ••• , even 
older children may revert to bed \'retting and dirtying themselves. 
The brea~down in habit training is one of the expressions of a 
breakdown of the mother-child relationship.3 
Children will also attempt to gain security with their parents 
by becoming or remaining helpless. Nocturnal enuresis in children 
is a potent weapon to be used almost consciously for such a purpose, 
e.s it gives a mother much annoyance and l abor and yet is something 
3 Anna Freud, and Dorothy :Burlingham, War and Children, p . 75. 
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over which t he child snems to have no control in a s much as it hap-
pens during the night. 
Since five of the children had never experienced attention in 
their own homes, they sought attention from any adult . Five children 
continually ran away, usually to their own homes , as they felt t hat some-
d.ay t hey would be wanted by their parents. 
4 Percival Symonds, _Q£. cit., p . 27. 
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II 
CHAPTER V 
CONCLUSIONS 
The purpose of this thesis was to study the parental attitudes 
and behavior toward the placement .and adjustment of twenty one children 
placed in foster homes. The conclusions drawn from this study can only 
be applied to this group of twenty one children between the ages of three 
to ten years. These children were selected from the closed cases and 
were discharged during the years 1948 and 1949 and had been referred pre-
vious to that time. 
This study shows that the parents' attitudes and behavior to-
ward their children greatly influenced the children's adjustment in the 
foster home. The parents' attitudes toward the children before and af-
ter placement influenced the children's adjustment in the foster home. 
The conscious and unconscious attitudes of the parents toward the children 
were transferred into the foster home. These children reacted to their 
parents' attitudes by developing various behavior problems in the foster 
home. Poor eating habits developed in those children who lacked secur-
ity in their parents' love. and were constantly afraid of desertion. 
Those children who were constantly taken out of their foster home by 
their parents became insecure and were left in a state of confusion. As 
a result, these children were unable to form a close relationship with 
anyone. The pa.rents 1 rejection attitude and t he actual separation re-
sulted in d.qd.reaming which was used as an escape into fant asy. Paren-
tal neglect resulted in destructive actions of some of t he children, for 
example, cutting clothes and destroying furniture were evidences of hoe-
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tility directed toward the parents. The parents demonstrated their guilt 
toward separation and their lack of responsibility by giving their chil-
dren an over-abundance of clothes and gifts. The parents' lack of atten-
tion caused the child to regress to the infantile level in regard to 
speech and toilet habits. Aggressiveness was an attention getting de-
vice which was demonstrated in theactions of several of the children. 
The need for parental love which these children failed to receive from 
their own parents, resulted in a demand for an excessive amount of love 
from other adults. Those children who ran away continually, usually to 
their own home, were making a desperate attempt to gain their mother's 
affection. They were compelled to return to their own home as they 
thought that eventually their parents would want them. 
These conflicting attitudes of the parents and the foster par-
ents upset the children to such an extent that some of them began to 
steal. Several incidents of stealing occurred when the parents visited 
and complained of the foster home in the presence of their children. 
The complaints of the pa rents hinQered their children's acceptance of 
the foster home. 
On t he question of whether the parents could accept case work 
services, this study shows that nine of the parents were unable to do so. 
The case worker found that these parents' attitudes were unmodifiable. 
The parents' inability to accept t he agency and t he foster home affected 
the children's adjustment and their acceptance of the foster home. · In 
the case where the child made a satisfactory adjustment in the second 
foster home, the parent had accepted t he fo ster home and the agency. 
The attitudes of thic ~'3.::-ent •;tere a'!"enable to case- i-iprk services. 
C9.se •.-Jerk services needed vre r e in aasj stin..,. the ps.rents ~1i th 
their pwn nroh1,..~a. as i·t some cases , t l'e ~ roble-rns did 'lot lie •:t ith 
the child b'.tt l "' the r><trents. therWI!lves. The case worl'"t"'r endeavored 
to heln the !>9. "'ents i'1. rels.t ' on to tteir o·:m nroblems. but •o~A..s nn-
successful . So.....,e of' th"'?.e '!Jro':Jle"'s .,.,.,re related t o t1:e narents 1 
parents nro~ected treir :'eel i"!'l.fS for their !)'lrent s c~to t he child 'l"'ld 
ide!'ltified t"l.e chili ,rith th~;r narents. These attitudes of t l-)c:> n'l.rents 
affecte~ their acceptanc~ of their child. 
There was !'urther need for sPrvicos ;P. relation to the '!'arent-
child rel"l. ... ~o!1s1:in durinr the earlv years. i'mother need W"'.S th~ 
nec~ss:ltv for nari tal 0('1U.'1se l iny s.s only two of the fifte"n !'llrents 
w~re livin~ touether. It ~ss difficult ~or th~ childr~'l to accent 
s.nd to u..nderst1.nd tht> 'l" .. "'.so!'ls Por th·· sen<~r"l.tion or tl·e divorce of 
their ns.rents. since soMe of the children exhibited ~~i1t fcelinr.s 
bec·ws~ they ::'el-7. ths.t tb:::v Nere res"'Gn'3ibJe ror this . The s.ttitudes 
A~~r:~~ 
B1chard K. Ccn~nt 
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Appendix I 
SCHEDULE 
Age at Time of Referral 
Position in Family at Time of Referral 
Referral 
Date of Referral 
Source of Referral 
Urgency of Referral 
At Time of Referral Living With -
Family Relationships 
Economic-financial 
Family background of parents 
Marital Relationships 
Sibling Relationships 
Child-parent relationships before placement 
Preparation of parent for placement 
Attitude toward placement 
Agency policy explained 
Can parents accept case work 
Attitude toward case worker and agency 
Parental attitude and behavior toward child after placement 
Frequency of visits and trips--results 
Complaints 
Overfeeds the child 
Gifts 
Number of l etter s writt en 
Payment of board 
Provides clothes 
Case worker's attempts to modify t hese attitudes 
Parental attitudes toward case worker and agency after placement 
coopera tion 
Failure to keep appointments 
Indifference 
Case worker's attempts to modify these attitudes 
Disposition of case 
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CHILDREN'S AID ASSOCIATION, Inc. 
41 MT. V ERNON STREET 
BOSTON 
Child's Name····························-··········-·····-· ... ········································································· 
I hereby give permission for my child to be sent to a· 
Hospital in case of h............ developing a condition calling 
for such treatment and to a special Hospital when ............. . 
develops any contagious disease. 
Signed ........................................................................... . 
Address ..................................................................... . 
I hereby give my consent to the use of such necessary 
tests and immunizing treatment as in the opinion of the 
medical adviser of the Association seem advisable. 
Signed ........................................................................... . 
Address ..................................................................... . 
I hereby consent to the administration of an anesthetic 
and performing of an operation on my child, if in the opinion 
of the Society's physician this is advisable. 
Signed ........................................................................... . 
Address ..................................................................... . 
Witness .......................................... ·-············· 
Date ............................................................... . 
Q!qil~rru~ .a .Atb .A.a.anriation, 3lnt. 
AGREEMENT 
To enable the CHILDREN's Am AssoaATION, INc., to make suitable provision for 
......................................................................... .. born ...................................................................... , 
........ .. .......... .. ...... .... ................... .. .. ..... .... ...... ..... born ......... .. .... .... ....... .... .............. ............. ... ... ...... . , 
.. .... ... .... ....... .... ...... ........................... .... ... .. ...... ... born .......... .......... ............... ......... ......... ....... .......... , 
............................... .. ........ ............ ... ....... .. .. .. ... .. born .... ....... ..... ........ ... ..... .. .... ...... ...... ... ......... .... .... , 
in a foster family home or elsewhere as may seem best to the Association, I hereby 
agree to pay to said Association, so long as said child is in its care, 
children are 
the sum of .................... dollars per. ................. , and, in addition to this amount for board, 
to pay for clothing, tuition, cash allowances, medical and surgical care and other necessary 
incidentals the sum of.. ........ .... .......... dollars per .................... .. .. 
lfn lmlitnrs.s 'lllfrrrof. this paper having been first read 
have hereunto set hand to 
at 
day of 
in the State of Massachusetts, this 
A.D. 19 
.. ...... ............................... ..... ...... .. .......................... .... } 
of said c/,ifd 
....... .... ... .... ...................... ......... .......... .................. ..... child1·en 
In presence of 
············································ ······ ············ ·· ············ ·· ·················· 
·········· ········· ·· ······ ···· ··········· ···················· ········ ···· ·· ···· ······ ·· ·· ······ 
The Children's Aid Association J d · · pa.r~ts up to their ability to ' nc., enves tts support from various sources . 
Serv,ces of M etropolitan B t pay, and the anouaJ allocation from the R d F 'b among 0em rezmbucsement from 
os on. e eat er campa1go of United Community 
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